
Transitioning to Success 



Supporting your family member through transitioning to adult life, with an emphasis on:

• Discovering and communicating interests, 
• Connecting interests to job possibilities, 
• Building skills,  
• Charting the LifeCourse
• Tapping into Supportive Technology, community supports and strategies.  



March 19, 2012:  10 years and counting!
Governor John Kasich launched the Ohio Employment First when he signed the Employment First 
Executive Order.



“Community Employment is the 
First and Preferred Option for All 
People with Developmental 
Disabilities.”



Employment First Taskforce

Employment First Taskforce 
(EFT)

Ohio Department of 
Education (ODE)

Ohio Department of 
Developmental 

Disabilities (DODD)

Opportunities for 
Ohioans with Disabilities 
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Ohio Department of 
Mental Health and 
Addition Services 
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Ohio Department of Job 
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Office of Medicaid 
Services

The Taskforce is charged with expanding 
community employment opportunities by 
reducing barriers and aligning state policy



Employment First is not Employment Only.

Employment Services becomes a first option 
for individuals regardless of level of disability.

Employment First is not a program.  It’s a 
philosophy, a way to proceed. 



No more asking “Can you work?” or “Are you 
employable?”  Instead: “What are you good at?  
What are you interested in?”

No more asking “Do you want to work?” Instead 
“Where do you want to work?”



Employment First 
Administrative Rule
• Every individual of working age will be a 

part of a person-centered planning 
process to identify their place on the path 
to community employment.

• Services and supports will be provided to 
help the individual move along the path 
to community employment.

• Providers are required to submit progress
reports at least every 12 months to ensure 
the individual is moving along the path to 
community employment.



Path to Community 
Employment

① I have a job. I would like a better one 
or to move up

② I want a job. I need help to find one

③ I am not sure about work. I need help 
to learn more

④ I don’t think I want to work. I may not 
know enough about it



Kesha's Path to 
Community 
Employment

https://ohioemploymentfirst.org/up_doc/Case_Study_Intellectual_Disability_accessible.pdf


Resources 



Supportive Technology

• Assistive Tech Tool Kit

• Supportive Tech Video

• Ohio Tech Ambassadors

https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/communication/DODD-Kits/resource-assistive-technology-kit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ozVf8ipmHW4
https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/about-us/communication/news/news-strategic-plan-highlight-ohio-tech-ambassadors


Charting the LifeCourse

http://www.lifecoursetools.com/


Integrated Supports 
Star

https://www.lifecoursetools.com/lifecourse-library/foundational-tools/family-perspective/
https://www.lifecoursetools.com/lifecourse-library/foundational-tools/family-perspective/


Life 
Trajectory

https://www.lifecoursetools.com/lifecourse-library/foundational-tools/family-perspective/


Using Charting the LifeCourse Tools to 
Support Transition

Let’s Give It a Try:

❑ Portfolio for Exploring

https://www.lifecoursetools.com/lifecourse-library/foundational-tools/person-centered/


Charting the LifeCourse Portfolio…



LifeCourse Trajectory:   Transition Vision



Ohio Employment 
First Transition Toolkit

https://ohioemploymentfirst.org/view.php?nav_id=451


Career Discovery 
(OCALI)

https://www.ocali.org/project/customized_employment_guide/page/ce_discovery


Warren County 
Transition Network

https://www.warrencountytransitionnetwork.com/


Self-Guided 
Career Discovery 
(LEAD Center)

http://www.leadcenter.org/system/files/resource/downloadable_version/NDI-Lead-Self-Guided-Discovery-vF030918.pdf


Career Discovery 
Guide and Tools 
(Employment First)

https://ohioemploymentfirst.org/view.php?nav_id=111


Ohio Means 
Jobs:  Backpack 
and more...

https://ohiomeansjobs.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/omj/


Ohio DB 101

https://oh.db101.org/


Community Life and 
Job Seekers Guides

https://jobguide.ohioemploymentfirst.org/


Opportunities for 
Ohioans with 
Disabilities (OOD)

https://oodworks.com/


DODD Employment 
Related Resources

https://dodd.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/dodd/your-family/daily-life-employment/resource-ohio-employment-resources-covid-19


QUESTIONS? Ohio Department of 
Developmental Disabilities

Keith Banner, 

Community Life Engagement 
Project Manager

Keith.Banner@dodd.ohio.gov

(614) 687-1563

Tom Hess, 

Community Life Engagement 
Project Manager

Tom.Hess@dodd.ohio.gov

(614) 466-7480

mailto:Keith.Banner@dodd.ohio.gov
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